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Background 
 

Survivors told us they need to leave behind the shame and hurt caused by the assault 

on their languages, cultures, spirituality, traditions, families and communities. 

Intergenerational Survivors told us they need to leave behind the confusion and 

dysfunction they so often inherited. Non-Aboriginal Canadians told us they needed to 

leave behind their ignorance of the Residential School history and legacy – ignorance 

that fuels racism and restricts Canada’s potential. 

Justice Murray Sinclair, Chair, Dr. Marie Wilson, Chief Wilton Littlechild (National Centre 

for Truth and Reconciliation, 2016) 

 

On September 19, 2007, the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement was 

signed between the survivors of the schools, the federal government and churches involved in 

the residential school system. One of the outcomes of this agreement was the establishment of 

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). The TRC was officially launched on June 1, 

2008 with the mandate to inform Canadians of the residential school system and its legacy. 

Seven national events were held across Canada between June of 2010 and March of 2014. At 

these events, residential school survivors provided testimony, many speaking aloud for the first 

time about their experiences. Community members and families witnessed and honoured the 

truth and power of their words and the commission kept record so that we, as a nation, will not 

forget. To keep this record safe, accessible, and sustained, the National Research Centre for 

Truth and Reconciliation was established at the University of Manitoba in 2013. In June 2015, 

the TRC released its final report, which included the ninety-four, frequently referred to and too 

often sidestepped, Calls to Action (www.trc.ca, 2015). 

In late November of 2016 a group of New Westminster residents heeded the call of the 

TRC to continue the process and to journey along the path of reconciliation, where we live in 

New Westminster on the unceded territory of the Qayqayt First Nations and Coast Salish 

people. 
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While we each had our own journey and stories of reconciliation, it was the Witness Blanket, 

hosted by the New Westminster Museum and Archives at the Anvil Centre, from December 5, 

2016 through to April 21, 2017, that brought us together (Appendix A: Witness Blanket). This 

evocative and historically significant installation, with its hundreds of items, including letters, 

school reports, residential school doorknobs and articles of clothing, is a testament to the 

atrocities of the residential school system and demanded from us a community response. 
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Community Response 
 

On December 5, 2016, we presented to Mayor and Council our commitment to 

reconciliation and our intent to invite the community to share their stories of, and commitment to, 

reconciliation (Appendix B: Truth and Reconciliation New West, 10th to the Fraser). From that 

evening onwards the community response to a shared journey of reconciliation in New 

Westminster quickly grew (Appendix C: New Westminster Record, January 11, 2017). 

Organizations such as the New Westminster Museum and Heritage Services, the New 

Westminster Public Library, the New Westminster Arts Council, Douglas College Aboriginal 

Student Services, Reconciliation Canada, Community Volunteer Connections, Qmunity, and the 

Spirit of the Children Society all wanted to be part of a New Westminster based reconciliation 

discussion.  

On January 19, 2017 over 250 people, including the New Westminster Mayor and a 

strong contingent of Councilors along with other dignitaries such as MLA Judy Darcy and Chief 

Rhonda Larrabee of the Qayqayt First Nation, attended Community Stories of Truth and 

Reconciliation at the Anvil Centre (Appendix D: Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation). 

The evening included music by Eden Fine Day and a panel discussion that so inspired the 

audience to share their stories, that there was not enough time in the evening for everyone to 

speak. Some attendees wrote notes of reconciliation and appreciation such as the following: 

• I loved how the panelists lived and embodied their stories and truth – one of the 
biggest joys was simply watching their strength and resilience. Thank you! 

• How can we as a city do a better job of showing the story of First Nations throughout 
the city instead of so much western European statues and cultural references?  

• I think it is really important to talk and listen, and not just for now. I really liked Josh’s 
answer that we work as New Westminsterites for Canada. Smaller acts – not just 
one big encompassing one.  

• Gratitude.  
• Truly honoured to be present at events around meaningful reconciliation. The 

speakers, their stories and calls to action made me cry, laugh, and reflect. Thank 
you. 

• How is this going to look going forward? We need to rebuild our families, how will the 
government show support? 

• Thank you! This is amazing.  
• I would like to work with people of New Westminster to bring back part of our natural 

landscape and history honouring First Peoples presence.  
• Nearly all my Aboriginal cultural experience is through museums. How do I engage 

with living First Nations culture and tread lightly? 
• How will the City of New West dedicate permanent space for the city’s Aboriginal 

population? 
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• What is the primary thing I can do as a white European middle-class privileged 
woman to further principles of T&R in my everyday life? 

• Create more space and opportunity for Indigenous languages.  
• Thank you so much for sharing these stories!  My school used to have a group to do 

with learning about our culture, but I stopped going when I was quite young due to 
not identifying with my Aboriginal heritage and I am just beginning to learn and 
accept my culture. As a queer teen I loved the amount of discussion of our 
community from a different perspective.  

• Thank you for the time and care put into this evening.  
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The evening of Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation was a community-led 

event that demonstrated a genuine desire for New Westminster to be a place of reconciliation. 

The generous support of individuals and sponsoring organizations made it possible to ensure 

free and equitable access to the event. As a gesture of reconciliation, funds collected from the 

event were donated to the Spirit of the Children Society (Appendix E: New Westminster Record, 

February 26, 2017). The success of this event has inspired the Douglas College Aboriginal 

Student Services to hold a similar event at the Douglas College Coquitlam campus on June 9, 

2017. 

 
 
Giving back: Hayley Sinclair of Community Volunteer Connections, left, presented Christina Coad with 
funds for the Spirit of the Children Society. The money was collected at a recent Truth and Reconciliation 
panel at Anvil Centre. (New Westminster Record) 
 
 

To continue the conversation and to support community momentum, a Kitchen Table 

Dialogue Series was held using the dialogue toolkit from Reconciliation Canada. The dialogues 

were open to everyone and were held across the city at various venues through-out January 

and February. Despite the challenges of an unusually snowy winter, community members were 
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determined to attend or to host a dialogue.  The following is a compilation of suggestions, 

desired changes, and initiatives discussed by the Kitchen Table Dialogue participants. 

 

1. Reconciliation needs to include the City of New Westminster committing to work with the 
Qayqayt First Nation to support their community and leadership role. Ways that the City 
would express this commitment include: 
 

• An articulated and consistently expressed commitment to reconciliation. 
• The use of Indigenous Protocol at meetings and events (see Resource section 

for Beyond Territorial Acknowledgments) 
• The establishment of an Aboriginal Advisory Committee. 
• Funding for Qayqayt led initiatives.  
• The use of “Qayqayt Territory/New West” for social media. 
• The sharing of land management and use. 
• Support for the identification and designation of land for the Qayqayt.  
 

2. Reconciliation requires purposeful actions to develop New Westminster as a place 
rooted in, and reflective of, reconciliation. Examples include: 

 
• The Queen’s Park restoration to be inclusive of First Nations history, language, 

and current cultural rights.  
• Use of Indigenous place names and language on City of New Westminster maps 

including the use of Qayqayt as an official place name.  
• Opportunities to participate in creating cultural expressions of reconciliation such 

as through weaving. 
• To use the 150+ to reflect that Canada includes people who have had 

governance over this land far longer than the Canada 150 celebrates. This 
places a lens of reconciliation on any of the upcoming celebrations.  

 
3. Reconciliation means that the City of New Westminster would ensure a duty and 

accountability throughout its staff for meaningful actions and for the Civic Asset 
Committee to:  

• Address the lack of women and Indigenous recognition through the naming of 
civic assets including civic building, parks and streets.  

• Acknowledge the importance of the decolonization and Indigenization of 
municipally owned historical artifacts and spaces through actions such as 
repatriation and meaningful acknowledgement.  

 
4. Reconciliation looks like community members and the City of New Westminster 

redressing the legacy and public status of the Judge Begbie statue with: 
 

• A public art and history installation that tells the story of the1864 trial and hanging 
of the Tsilhqot'in	Chiefs	from	a	B.C.	Indigenous	perspective.	While	the	trial	and	
hanging	took	place	in	Quesnel	B.C.,	it	was	overseen	by	Judge	Begbie.	 

• A	family	friendly	community	celebration	for	this	act	of	reconciliation.			 
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• A community driven event to express understanding of the role of Judge Begbie 
in the colonization of First Nations and their land and the legacy of colonization.  

 
5. Reconciliation is moved forward by community members bringing messages of 

reconciliation to candidates and elected officials at all levels of government on such 
issues as:  
 

• Supporting youth in care and aging out of care. 
• Supporting post-trauma programs. 
• Funding for the operationalizing of TRC Calls to Action. 

 
 
Municipalities and the TRC Calls to Action 

“Municipal leaders recognize the significance of the undertaking of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and its recommendations. Its Calls to Actions lay out a 
journey that we must all make together.” (FCM Pathways to Reconciliation, 2016) 

 
Most the TRC report’s 94 ‘Calls to Action’ were directed at the federal government and 

specific national agencies. None-the-less there are ‘Calls to Action’ that are specific to local 

government and others that apply to all areas of government. Dr. Marie Wilson, Commissioner 

of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, presented on the following ‘Calls to Action’ at the 

2015 UBCM Convention. During her presentation, she “reminded the assembly that this is only 

the beginning of the reconciliation journey, and challenged local governments to advance the 

process of reconciliation at the local level.” (UBCM, Truth and Reconciliation at the Local Level 

Nov 25, 2015) From the UBCM website, we are sharing with you the 16 ‘Calls to Action”, 

presented by Dr. Wilson, under the headings of Legacy and Reconciliation. (ubcm.ca) 

 
Legacy 
 

• Language and Culture: enable affordable reclaiming of personal names (#17). 
• Health:  increase the number and retention of Aboriginal health professionals; cultural 

competency training for all care providers (#23). 
• Justice: creation and evaluation of Aboriginal-specific victim programs and services; 

public inquiry into disproportionate victimization of Aboriginal women and girls, including 
missing and murdered, and links to intergenerational legacy of residential schools 
(#40/41). 
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Reconciliation 
 

• UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP): adopt and implement as a 
framework for ongoing reconciliation (#43). 

• Doctrine of Discovery: repudiate, and reform policies/bylaws that may rely on concepts 
of European sovereignty (#47). 

• National Council for Reconciliation: monitor and report progress on “the legacy gaps”; 
relevant annual data provided by all orders of government (#55). 

• Professional Development: educate public servants regarding residential schools, 
UNDRIP, treaties, anti-racism, intercultural competency, and human rights (#57). 

• Education: require that publically funded denominational schools teach comparative 
religious studies, including Aboriginal spiritual beliefs (#64). 

• Missing Children, Commemoration and Monuments: collaborate to identify, maintain, 
honour and commemorate gravesites of missing residential school children; support 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation; install visible IRS monument in capital cities 
(#75/76/82). 

• National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR): provide relevant archival records 
(#77). 

• Indigenous Sports: educate public regarding athletic history and champions; support 
Indigenous athletic development and competitions; respect Indigenous territorial 
protocols and involvement of Indigenous communities in event planning and participation 
(#87/88/91). 

• Business and Reconciliation: (regarding municipalities as incorporated entities that deal 
with many other businesses) adopt and apply UNDRIP to policy and land considerations; 
commit to relationship-building and consultation, and informed consent on development 
projects; ensure equitable access to jobs, training, professional development (#92). 

 
 

With the implementation of the TRC ‘Calls to Action’ and community-led initiatives the 

City of New Westminster would be joining a growing and vibrant movement of reconciliation 

across the country. For example, the City of Vancouver has developed a “City of Reconciliation 

Framework” which identifies 27 of the 94 ‘Calls to Action’ as areas for city planning and 

initiatives. (City of Reconciliation, City of Vancouver http://vancouver.ca/people-programs/city-

of-reconciliation.aspx). Victoria has included reconciliation in the City of Victoria Strategic 

Plan 2015-2018 with goals such as “Convene a Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Call to 

Action Task Force” and “Undertake Year of Reconciliation activities and events. 

(http://www.victoria.ca/assets/Departments/Communications/Documents/Strategic%20Plan%20

2017e.pdf)  
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The UBCM regularly reports on reconciliation throughout the province and provides 

guidance and support for municipalities to move forward, and even beyond, what is expected 

with the ‘Calls to Action’. As well, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) has created 

a guide, Pathways to Reconciliation, that while aimed at Canada’s largest cities, has applicable 

information for a city the size of New Westminster. 

 
Conclusion and Recommendations  
 

In November of 2016, we set ourselves the goal of creating a purposeful, meaningful, 

and outcomes-focused community-led reconciliation discussion that would ignite a sustained 

momentum of truth, healing, and reconciliation. We, like many who have been involved in this 

journey thus far, are committed to continuing down the path. And now we ask again, as we did 

last December 5th, that as Mayor and Council you lead our beautiful and historic city with 

courage, to consider the truths revealed through the TRC, and to believe in a community that 

honours reconciliation and where we are all one. And as such we call on you to consider and 

act upon the following recommendations. 

 
Recommendations 
 

1. That the City of New Westminster makes a concrete and actionable commitment to the 
TRC ‘Calls to Action’, in particular those that apply to municipal government 
responsibilities as presented by Dr. Marie Wilson to the UBCM in 2015. 

 
2. That the Mayor and Council request a report from staff regarding the noted above TRC 

‘Calls to Action’ and how the City of New Westminster will operationalize actions that are 
undertaken.  

 
3. That the City of New Westminster agrees to find ways to name and rename civic assets 

that would reflect reconciliation, acknowledge the unceded territory of the Qayqayt First 
Nations and Coast Salish people, and demonstrate diversity and inclusivity.  

 
4. That the City of New Westminster support, through funding and other tangible 

resourcing, a community-led process of reconciliation that would include forums and 
dialogue, Indigenous led events and actions, and other creative and civic minded actions 
that demonstrate the spirit and principles of reconciliation.  
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Resources 
 
Truth and Reconciliation Canada 

• Archived report and documents 
• trc.ca 

 
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation  

• http://umanitoba.ca/centres/nctr/commisioners.html 
 
Reconciliation Canada 

• http://reconciliationcanada.ca 
 
Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) 
 
Reconciliation Opportunities for Local Governments 

• http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resolutions/policy-areas/first-nations-
relations/reconciliation-relationships/reconciliation-opportunities-local-
governments.html 

 
Truth and Reconciliation at the Local Level (November 25, 2015) 
 

• http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/meta/news/news-archive/2015-archive/truth-and-
reconciliation-at-the-local-level.html 

 
Union of BC Municipalities – Reconciliation Canada Partnership Agreement (2014) 

• http://www.ubcm.ca/assets/Resolutions~and~Policy/Policy/First~Nations~Relations/
UBCM-RC%20Partnership-FINAL%20SIGNED.pdf 

 
First Nations Relations 

• http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resolutions/policy-areas/first-nations-relations.html 
 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities / La Fédération canadienne des municipalités (FCM) 

• Pathways to Reconciliation 
• Guide for municipalities 
• http://www.fcm.ca/Documents/tools/BCMC/Pathways_to_reconciliation_EN.pdf 

 
Ministry of Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation 

• http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/aboriginal-people/supporting-
communities 

 
Beyond Territorial Acknowledgments 

• From âpihtawikosisân and an important and critical look at understanding and using 
acknowledgements.  

• http://apihtawikosisan.com/2016/09/beyond-territorial-acknowledgments/ 
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Appendix A: 
Witness Blanket 
 
 
 

   
For immediate release  

November	24,	2016	 

NEW WESTMINSTER MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES  

777	Columbia	Street	New	Westminster,	BC	V3M	1B6	Tel:	604-527-4640	nwmuseumarchives.ca	 

Witness Blanket  

New Westminster, BC –	The	New	Westminster	Museum	and	Archives	presents	their	latest	exhibition,	

Witness Blanket.	Inspired	by	a	woven	blanket,	this	large-scale	art	installation	is	made	out	of	hundreds	of	

items	reclaimed	from	Residential	Schools,	churches,	government	buildings,	and	traditional	and	cultural	

structures	including	Friendship	Centres,	band	offices,	treatment	centres	and	universities,	from	across	

Canada.	The	exhibition	opens	on	Monday	December	5,	with	an	opening	reception	on	Tuesday	December	

13	(6	pm	–	8	pm)	on	the	Anvil	Centre	third	floor.	 

On	display	at	the	New	Westminster	Museum	until	April	21,	the	Witness	Blanket	stands	as	a	national	

monument	to	recognise	the	atrocities	of	the	Indian	Residential	School	era,	honour	the	children,	and	

symbolise	ongoing	reconciliation.	It	was	envisioned	and	created	by	Kwagiulth	artist	and	master	carver	

Carey	Newman	after	months	of	collecting.	For	decades,	Canadian	government	policy	dictated	that	First	

Nations	children	move	to	boarding	schools	away	from	their	families.	Abuse	was	common	and	children	

were	punished	for	speaking	their	languages.	 

A	series	of	associated	programs	have	been	scheduled	to	enhance	this	feature	exhibition	including	Cedar	

Bark	Basket	Weaving,	Salish	Weaving	Quarter	Pouch,	Mini	Cedar	Headband	Bracelets,	a	Blanket	

Exercise,	and	a	screening	of	the	film,	A Tribe of One.	Further	programming	is	being	confirmed	and	will	

be	updated	on	the	museum	website.	 

The	New	Westminster	Museum	is	located	at	777	Columbia	Street	on	the	third	floor	of	the	Anvil	Centre,	

New	Westminster.	The	museum	is	open	to	the	public	every	day,	10	am	-	5	pm	(with	extended	hours	on	
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Thursdays	to	8	pm).	Admission	is	by	donation.	For	more	information,	call	604-527-4640	or	go	to	

www.nwmuseumarchives.ca.	 

-	30	-	 

The New Westminster Museum and Archives are operated by the City of New Westminster and are 
financially assisted by the Government of British Columbia through the British Columbia Arts Council.  

Interviews	and	photos	available	upon	request.	 

Contact:	Oana	Capota,	Curator New	Westminster	Museum	and	Archives	 

  
604-515-3842	or	ocapota@newwestcity.ca	 
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Appendix B: 
Truth and Reconciliation New West, 10th to the Fraser 
 

 
 
2017 marks 150 years since Confederation and it is an ideal time to begin a conversation about 

reconciliation in the Royal City. Several municipalities have already declared 2017 to be the 

Year of Reconciliation. On December 5, members of the working group Truth and Reconciliation 

New West presented at the New Westminster City Council meeting to discuss the upcoming 

dialogues taking place in New Westminster. 

 

 

 
 

Nadine: 
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The Witness Blanket was created out of hundreds of items reclaimed from Residential Schools, 

churches, government buildings, and traditional cultural structures that include Friendship 

Centres, treatment centres, and more. 

 

We are very fortunate to have this piece of artwork in New Westminster. The Witness Blanket is 

a national monument to recognise the atrocities of the Indian Residential School era and is a 

symbol of ongoing reconciliation. 

 

2017 marks 150 years since Confederation and it is an ideal time to begin a conversation about 

reconciliation in the Royal City. Several municipalities have already declared 2017 to be the 

Year of Reconciliation. On December 5, members of the working group Truth and Reconciliation 

New West presented at the New Westminster City Council meeting to discuss the upcoming 

dialogues taking place in New Westminster. 

 

It’s been a year since the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada completed their work 

and it seems like a very fitting time to open a dialogue about Truth and Reconciliation here in 

New Westminster. 

 

Babs: 

Aanii, Boozhoo, ’Uy’ skweyu 

 

Greetings everyone, my name is Babs Kelly, I was born into this city, this ancestral and 

traditional land of the Qayqayt, 50 years ago and it is an honour to be with all of you today as 

we consider what reconciliation means to each and every one of us, our community, our way of 

being together, and our way forward. 

 

I am the grand-daughter of Rita and Bob from Liverpool and Olds Alberta, as well as the grand-

daughter of Slim and Tina, and the daughter of Marilyn, who came to BC from north eastern 

Ontario and the land of the Fort Albany 67 Indian Reserve. 

 

As a young boy Slim was taken away to residential school. He came out of residential school 

broken, and we all inherited and internalized that brokenness. The family story goes, that Chief 

Dan George dipped me in the chuck in hopes of giving me something to see through the hard 

times. I like to think of that as my first moment of truth. My family’s truth includes a legacy of 
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violence, addiction, survival sex work, institutionalization, self-harm, incarceration, sexual 

abuse, and the fear of having our children seized. 

 

It also includes the possibility of healing – not just through individual efforts and care, or with the 

support of our loved ones, but with the support, and with the acceptance of the truth, from the 

communities we find ourselves in, no matter how far from home. 

 

I was asked to bear witness and speak this truth to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, to 

share my story of the legacy of the intentional harm that was done to my family. I was asked to 

face my shame, to keenly feel the pain of systemic and personal racism, to understand the 

solitude of social disconnection born out of otherness; 

 

And now I ask you, to lead our beautiful and historic city with courage, to consider the truths 

revealed through the TRC, and to believe in a community that honours reconciliation and where 

we are all one. 

 

I know that reconciliation is possible, and that it will take different times and different paths for all 

of us. 

 

And I know, as I walked here this evening through this city, this community, and as I look around 

this room, that we are all one. Reconciliation is an opportunity, a hope, and a way forward with 

so many of the challenges that we face; it is a way of understanding and reaching new solutions 

and it is a way of saying that we each matter and we each care. 

 

On behalf of my mother, my aunties and my grandmothers, chi miigwech, Huy ch q’u, and safe 

journeys. 

 



 
 
Reconciliation and the City of New Westminster: April 7, 2017 17 / 22 
A Community Journey    

 
Nadine: 

Along with Erin Watkins and Nick Rowlands from the New Westminster Public Library and 

Hayley Sinclair from Community Volunteer Connections, we have organized a panel discussion 

called Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation on Thursday, January 19 at the Anvil 

Centre. We have invited dignitaries to attend and the event is open to the public with 

childminding available. Tickets are free or by donation with proceeds being donated to Spirit of 

the Children Society. This will be an opportunity to have a conversation about what T&R means 

for people living in New Westminster. 

 

The panel discussion will be followed by a series of kitchen table dialogues which will be smaller 

scale, community-led discussions from January 25-February 18. We will come back to Council 

after these events to report back about what we heard. More information can be found at 

trnewwest.com. 

http://www.tenthtothefraser.ca/2017/01/09/truth-and-reconciliation-new-west/ 
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Appendix C: 
New Westminster Record, January 11, 2017 
 
 
New West residents invited to join a journey of truth and reconciliation 
 
Theresa McManus / New West Record 
JANUARY 11, 2017 02:33 PM 
 

 
 
The community has shown great enthusiasm for the upcoming Community Stories of Truth and 
Reconciliation panel discussion at Anvil Centre on Jan. 19. From left, Babs Kelly, community 
organizer from Northern Engagement; Hayley Sinclair, Community Volunteer Connections; 
Dave Seaweed, aboriginal coordinator Douglas College and moderator of the Jan 19 event; and 
Nadine Nakagawa, community organizer. Behind them is the Witness Blanket that's now on 
display at the New Westminster Museum in Anvil Centre.   Photograph By Contributed - See 
more at: http://www.newwestrecord.ca/community/new-west-residents-invited-to-join-a-journey-
of-truth-and-reconciliation-1.7062727#sthash.OGhfPouO.dpuf 
 
New Westminster residents are invited to join in on a journey of truth and reconciliation. 
 
Babs Kelly’s grandfather was taken away to a residential school when he was just a young boy. 
 
“He came out of residential school broken, and we all inherited and internalized that 
brokenness,” she said. “The family story goes that Chief Dan George dipped me in the chuck in 
hopes of giving me something to see through the hard times. I like to think of that as my first 
moment of truth. My family’s truth includes a legacy of violence, addiction, survival sex work, 
institutionalization, self-harm, incarceration, sexual abuse and the fear of having our children 
seized.” 
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But the New West resident noted her family’s legacy also includes the possibility of healing, not 
just through the individual efforts and the support of their loved ones, but with the support and 
acceptance of the truth in the communities where they live. 
 
“I was asked to bear witness and speak this truth to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
to share my story of the legacy of the intentional harm that was done to my family,” she recently 
told city council. “I was asked to face my shame, to keenly feel the pain of systemic and 
personal racism, to understand the solitude of social disconnection born out of otherness.” 
 
Kelly invites community members to take part in the reconciliation process by attending an 
upcoming event in New West: Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation. 
 
“Reconciliation is an opportunity, a hope and a way forward with so many of the challenges that 
we face. It is a way of understanding and reaching new solutions, and it is a way saying that we 
each matter and that we each care,” said Kelly, a community organizer from Northern 
Engagement. “It is what the elders of this land, this land that blesses us with life, called upon us 
to do.” 
 
Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation is a free event taking place on Thursday, Jan. 19 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at Anvil Centre. Eden Fine Day will perform at 6 p.m. and a panel discussion 
gets underway at 6:30 p.m. 
“This will be an opportunity to have a conversation about what truth and reconciliation means for 
people living in New Westminster,” said New West resident Nadine Nakagawa, community 
organizer. “The panel discussion will be followed by a series of kitchen table dialogues which 
will be smaller scale community-led discussions from Jan. 25 to Feb. 18.” 
Dave Seaweed, an aboriginal coordinator at Douglas College, will moderate the panel. 
Speakers include: 
* Harlan Pruden, a Frist Nation Cree/nehiyaw and UBC PhD student whose credits include 
being managing editor of Two-SpiritJournal.com. 
* Tuy’t’tanat – Cease Wyss, who is Coast Salish of mixed cultures with Polynesian and 
European cultures. She’s a media artist and ethnobotanist who has participated in international 
and local projects that address community engagement and public intervention. 
* Natasha Webb, president of the Aboriginal Student Collective at Douglas College.   
* Josh Dahling, a member of the Squamish Nation and head of operations for Camp Kerry, an 
organization dedicated to providing support and programming to address grief and loss. 
The City of New Westminster, the New Westminster Museum and Archives, the Arts Council of 
New Westminster, New Westminster libraries, QMUNITY, Northern Engagement, Truth and 
Reconciliation Canada and Community Volunteer Connections are partners in the project. The 
event is free, but donations are being accepted to help cover event costs and to make a 
financial contribution to Spirit of the Children, a local First Nations support and healing 
organization. 
 
Following the community discussions, the organizers will report back to city council in April 
about what they heard. 
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“I know a few years ago the City of New Westminster kind of started a journey down a 
reconciliation process with the Chinese community and it’s been a very rewarding experience,” 
said Mayor Jonathan Cote. “I think coming out of the report from last year on truth and 
reconciliation there’s definitely elements that speak to the municipal level.” 
 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada goals included: acknowledging residential 
school experiences, impacts and consequences; promoting awareness and public education of 
Canadians about Indian residential schools; and supporting, promoting and facilitating truth and 
reconciliation events at the national and community level. The commission’s report, released in 
December 2015, included 94 recommendations. 
 
For more information or to register for Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation, visit the 
website at www.trnewwest.com. 
 
 
Witness Blanket at New Westminster Museum 
A monument that symbolizes ongoing reconciliation, pays tribute to children and recognizes the 
atrocities of the residential school era is on display in New Westminster. 
 
Kwagiulth artist and master carver Carey Newman created the Witness Blanket after months of 
collecting items for the project. 
 
“The Witness Blanket was created out of hundreds of items reclaimed from residential schools, 
churches, government buildings and traditional cultural structures that include friendship 
centres, treatment centres and more. We are very fortunate to have this piece of artwork in New 
Westminster,” said New Westminster resident Nadine Nakagawa. “The Witness Blanket is a 
national monument to recognize the atrocities of the Indian residential school era and is a 
symbol of ongoing reconciliation. It’s been a year since the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada completed their work, and it seems like a really fitting time to open a 
dialogue about truth and reconciliation here in New Westminster.” 
 
Witness Blanket is the latest exhibition at the New Westminster Museum and Archives. It will be 
on display until April 21. 
See more at: http://www.newwestrecord.ca/community/new-west-residents-invited-to-join-a-
journey-of-truth-and-reconciliation-1.7062727#sthash.OGhfPouO.dpuf 
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Appendix D:  
Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation  
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Appendix E: 
New Westminster Record, February 26, 2017, Theresa McManus 
 
 
Reconciling the truth 

The Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation is raising awareness about the atrocities of 
colonialism – and lending a helping hand along the way. 
Hayley Sinclair, membership services coordinator of Community Volunteer Connections, 
recently presented Christina Coad, executive director of the Spirit of the Children Society, with 
funds donated by attendees of the Community Stories of Truth and Reconciliation panel at Anvil 
Centre in January. 
“The panel was free to attend, but we encouraged donations. We raised $600 for Spirit of the 
Children, New Westminster's local First Nations support and healing organization,” she said in 
an email to the Record. “This money will be spent at their discretion in the spirit of 
reconciliation.” 
Community Volunteer Connections partnered with the New Westminster Arts Council, the city’s 
museum and heritage and art services, the New Westminster Public Library, Northern 
Engagement and Truth and Reconciliation on the project. The group will make a presentation to 
New Westminster City Council in April. 
“The panel was very successful and there were four subsequent 'kitchen table style' discussions 
that were held in various venues in the city. All very well attended and insightful,” Sinclair said. 
“There are five recommendations from Truth and Reconciliation Canada that will be put forward 
to council along with some specific feedback.”  

 
Giving back: Hayley Sinclair of Community Volunteer Connections, left,  
presented Christina Coad with funds for the Spirit of the Children Society.  
The money was collected at a recent Truth and Reconciliation panel at Anvil Centre. - See more at: 
http://www.newwestrecord.ca/community/homeless-count-needs-volunteers-in-new-west-
1.10301239#sthash.jUhG9QZt.dpuf 
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